R I "'HE GROWING significance of modern Africa can be easily assessed by the frequent appearance of scholarly as well as popular books on some aspect of African life. While a goodly number of American universities and colleges have a concentration of courses dealing with Africa, no university library would be complete without acquiring some material in this field.
College librarians perform the crucial role of making available the necessary written data to insure the development of competent scholarship in a given field. To achieve scholarship in the field of African affairs, whether we like it or not, one must work with considerable speed and urgency. The librarian, therefore, should have some frame of reference for necessary guidance in developing a useful collection. Considering the size of Africa as a continent, the infinite diversity of its people, the complexity of its problems, and the all too real difficulty of securing books and reports, the suggestions made here do not presume to be final or complete in scope. It is merely claimed that they are noteworthy contributions toward the development of scholarship in this field.
Perhaps the easiest to secure but the costliest to own are the so-called traditional or classical books on Africa. These books, historical in treatment, form the background or core of any good been reinforced a few years ago at bargain prices in Europe. Now, all the overseas booksellers, as well as those in this country, are aware of the growing interest on the part of American libraries in African material and the amount of money that is being allocated to acquisitions in the African field; therefore, the prices asked for these materials reflect this knowledge. The average American college librarian may have fallen prey to the myth that "little is known" about Africa and may be overwhelmed at making a selection from what appears to be an extremely wide and diversified field. A good gauge, however, of the growth of interest in recent years in Africa may be noted in the Books on Africa Catalogue, recently published by the University Place Bookshop in New York City. This one catalog, which lists books printed from the early nineteenth century to date, has more than 200 of the 785 which have been published since 1950. Another measure of the magnitude of this growing interest in Africa and acquisitions in the African field may be gleaned from the fact that almost 5,000 books were listed in the African collection of the Moorland Foundation of Howard University, which was published in 1958, indicating that these holdings were up-to-date to, say, 1957.
The character of published material on Africa has mirrored rather interestingly the changes in our image of the continent and in the seriousness of our purpose towards it. But, beginning with a minimum requirement for a solid library, a librarian, plagued with the problem of a limited budget, may seek with confidence one of the so-called "classic treatments" of the subject. There would be little controversy over the fact that An African Survey, published by Lord Hailey, the eminent English scholar and administrator, in 1936 and revised in 1956, would be considered as a basic "classic" treatment of African material. Here, in its 1,615 pages of text, the African continent is studied through the compilations of a number of distinguished Africanists from many fields on the basis of its people, its languages, its political and social objectives, its systems of government, its administration, and so forth. This is indeed the encyclopedic treatment.
The earliest and perhaps in some ways the most extraordinary endeavor towards total coverage of Africa and its problems are the two volumes by Raymond Buell, The Native Problem in Africa. As the labor of primarily one man, this work is amazingly complete. It is significant to note that Buell, writing in his preface in 1927, said: "Africa is the one continent of the world where the white man still has carte blanche to avoid the mistakes of the past committed in other parts of the world, if he has the will and intelligence to do so."
A final recommendation for an over-all discussion of Africa is the recently published two-volume work Tropical Africa by George Kimble, formerly the director of the American Geographical Society and now chairman of the Department of Geography at the University of Indiana. Kimble, sponsored by the Twentieth Century Fund, devoted more than five years to this research and was able, as was Lord Hailey, to marshall the assistance of many scholars in the field.
When one moves from total conti- For those who seek more specialized knowledge, as is usually the case with a college library, it is hard to decide just what to choose. Should we approach Africa subject-wise, that is, acquire books on politics, on economics or art; or should we concern ourselves primarily with adequate geographical coverage concentrating on South Africa, on Ghana, on Liberia, or on Kenya? And how to separate the useful and non-biased from those of more lasting quality? Authors who approach Africa with understanding appreciate a need for seriousness which is reflected, I think, even in the titles chosen for their works: Algeria in Turmoil, Africa's Challenge to America, Transition in Africa, The Death of Africa.
In recent years, there has been a marked decline in the importance of the travelogue as such. Obviously travel to Africa today is becoming too possible or familiar to justify that type of writing. In addition, through the daily press, television, Ed Murrow, Chet Huntley, magazines such as Time, Life, and so forth, the image of Africa to the American public has changed. To be of value or interest to the intelligent reader, even a travelogue must be focused and informed. Fenner Brockway's African Journeys, which gives his observations of con- by the same author. As Mau Mau was virtually a war by Africans against Europeans, as with most wars, it will be discussed and re-discussed for many years to come. Much of the material on East Africa will certainly continue to sympathize with one side or the other. It is, therefore, particularly gratifying to see the little book by Ronald E. Wraith, East African Citizen. This is one of the most useful and well-documented source books on this section of Africa from the point of view of the interested, not necessarily scholarly, reader.
Central Africa, or, more specifically, the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, has had neither the crisis of Mau Mau nor the tragedy of Apartheid, and the current literature on this area reflects the artificiality of the calm which many people seem to feel reigns there, at least, it did so until the Nyasaland riots of a year ago and the Southern Rhodesia riots of last July.
Africa in Transition, edited by Prudence Smith, is a series of talks given on BBC by outstanding authorities on Central and South Africa. It covers everything from health to the status of living, cases for the special ethnic groups, and features of the social structure. The lack of urgency in its presentation describes the attitude of most persons at that time. For many years the possibility of historical research in Africa has been much debated. But the initiation a year or two ago of The Journal of African History and some recently published books suggest the growth of a new and interesting field of writing. For the historical-minded who wish to chart a course between "the rock of prejudice and the whirlpool of romance," Basil Davidson's The Lost Cities of Africa is a fascinating and wellwritten account. Though the Davidson book is concerned with the historical roots of all of Africa, it is not surprising that this new interest in history finds roots in West Africa. J. D. Fage, then a professor at the University College of Ghana, published An Introduction to the History of West Africa, which is simple, short, and adequate. Faculty from the University College of Ghana started Journal of African History and for years the Sierra Leone Historical Society has published its journal, Sierra Leone Studies, full of facts of West African history.
Last year also Kenneth Dike, Nigerian historian and archivist and presently the principal of the University College of Nigeria at Ibadan, edited a series of studies originally broadcast by the Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation and published as Eminent Nigerians of the 19th Century. Its usefulness lies in the fact that it calls attention to the existence of persons in the past who fought and resisted the invasion of Africa, or certainly Nigeria, by the colonial powers.
The anthropologist, the historian, the traveller, the sociologist, and the missionary have long been writing on Africa, but because of the new image of Africa, colleagues from other disciplines are now concerned with African subject matter. John Phillip's Agriculture and Ecology in Africa, subtitled A Study of Actual and Potential Development South of the Sahara, is a scholarly and technical study for the specialist in agriculture. Mark Karp's Economics of Trusteeship in Somalia presents a balanced factual analysis of the economy of one of the newest of the African states, though the pastoral economy of Somalia, as he sees it, is hampered by inadequate water, poor roads, and virtually no rail transportation or markets of easy access. This type of situation, though in the extreme in Somalia, is not unknown in other parts of Africa, and an analysis of one economy at this level of development certainly has relevance to consideration of economic planning for other sections of Africa. A final book in this style of specialized pioneering work on Africa is African Homicide and Suicide edited by Paul Bohannan and attempts to determine whether Africans kill themselves and one another for the same reasons and in the same situations as Europeans and Americans. This work in comparative criminology is based on a study of seven tribes of British Africa. It is a cooperative endeavor with other scholars using comparable outlines for their tribes There is almost no limit within the scope of a paper of this nature to the number of books on Africa one might recommend. Each week brings another possibility. And beyond the rich field of books on Africa lie the equally important ones of journals and government reports, for government documentation and the scholarly or timely article are the surest sources of material on modern Africa. All countries publish their legislative proceedings, and some publish departmental reports which can be secured, as a rule, from the government printer of the country. There is a wealth of material appearing in journals on Africa published either in the countries of Africa or in some cases still in the metropole. A proper guide to source and entry could be an article in itself. Suffice it to say here, however, that they exist and are valuable for certain types of collections. Even the daily press, in reporting on this or that political event, may call attention to a recent government report of critical significance, as, for example, 
